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Important Dates
11/3/2020 (Tuesday)
11/5/2020 (Thursday)

Lower Wing Materials Pick Up
Gr. 1-2/Virtual Field Trip/
Animals of Hard Bargain Farm
11/6/2020 (Friday)
1st Friday/8:15 Mass/Half Day/Faculty
Meeting/Report Cards Released (gr. 1-8)
11/11/2020 (Wednesday)
SCHOOL CLOSED/Conference Day/
Veterans Day
11/13/2020 (Friday)
Gr. PreK-K/Virtual Field Trip/
National Colonial Farm
11/20/2020 (Friday)
8th Grade Only: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
8th Grade HSPT Practice Test - in person
Deadline to register for HSPT!
11/25-11/27/2020 (Wed-Fri ) SCHOOL CLOSED/Thanksgiving Break
11/30/2020 (Monday)
SCHOOL CLOSED/Teacher Recognition Day

12/2/2020 (Wednesday)
12/4/2020 (Friday)

LOOKING AHEAD:
HSPT Testing - 8th Grade
1st Friday/8:15 Mass/Half Day/
Faculty Mtg.

2021-2022 Registration Now Open!

From the desk of Mrs. Patton…
November is National Gratitude Month.
In the month of November, we gather and give thanks for the many
blessings God has given us. We thank God for our families, our friends,
and our faith! I would like to take a moment to share one of the things
that I am most grateful for, and that is our wonderful school families.
Without your continued support and prayers much of what we do
would be impossible. Thank you for helping to keep St. Columba a
vibrant thriving community!
Thinking of those things we can be thankful for can help us shift from
focusing on the negative to appreciating what is positive in our lives.
Remember we actually have plenty of things to be grateful for,
regardless of the circumstances in which we may find ourselves!
Our whole school Mad Science virtual field trips were a great success,
and I enjoyed seeing so many of our families who participated in our
Trunk or Treat - thank you to our HSA for organizing this wonderful
event.
Thank you to all families who participated in our reopening survey.
Based on the responses, we will reevaluate the situation after
Christmas break. Please see the charts on page 2 for more
information.

Any student reregistered for the 2021-2022 school year during
November will receive a $50 credit on instructional fees. Any student
reregistered for the 2021-2022 school year during December will receive
May you all have a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving!
a $25 credit on instructional fees. All students registered during the
months of November and December will be eligible to win one of our
Peace and blessings,
weekly drawings for a free PE shirt and shorts.—that’s 9 chances to win!
Mrs. Christine Patton
(To be registered, a non-refundable $100 instructional fee deposit (per
student) must be made via TADS.) Questions? Contact Mrs. Vickers!

Financial Reminders from Mrs. Vickers
If you have any questions regarding your TADS tuition account, please
contact Mrs. Vickers @ext. 4/vickersn@stccatholic.org. Please note that
all accounts must be current otherwise records, including report cards
and Rediker access, may be withheld. ADW financial aid applications for
the 2021-2022 school year are now being accepted, and we are
requesting that ALL families submit an application prior to the December
4, 2020 deadline. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, our resources have
been impacted and we may not have financial aid available directly from
the school so it is imperative that ALL families apply via the ADW. Late
applications will not be accepted. Please contact me with any questions.
*Click here to apply!*

Zoom Protocol

Budget Update from HSA President
HSA Expenses for October 2020
$175 - (Spelling Bee Registration)
$500 - (STEM Boxes)
$96 - (Accokeek Foundation-Virtual FT for PK and K)
$100 - (Accokeek Foundation-Virtual FT for 1st and 2nd Grade)
Total= $871
($1,115 spent so far, $885 remaining SY 2020-21; taken from School
Programs Budget Allocation of $2,000)
$500 - (Library Resources)
Total=$500
(Taken from Library Activities Budget Allocation of $500, 0 remaining)

$300 - (Teacher Appreciation Lunch)
Please make sure that your student is using their real
Total=$300
name during morning prayers and classes. Any student ($300 spent so far, $200 remaining SY 2020-21; taken from Teacher
with an unrecognizable name will not be admitted.
Appreciation Budget Allocation of $500)
Please also make sure when attending Mass that you
mute yourself and turn off the video. Thank you!

Around Our School
Celebrating a Season of Giving
28th Annual Auction

Reopening Survey Results
Thanks to all the families (92 out of 99) who responded to our survey.
The results are as follows:

Save the date!
Why? You’re cordially invited to attend St. Columba School’s 28th
Annual Auction!
When? December 7-14, 2020
Times? Coming soon!
Each year St. Columba School’s Annual Dinner Auction raises needed
funds for our school. Due to COVID-19, this year’s event will be held
online! More details to be shared soon!!!

Would you feel comfortable returning your student(s) to in-person
learning on December 7, 2020?
YES - 29.3%
NO - 70.7%

Knights of Columbus
It's time for the KOC Annual Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest,
and we encourage all students to participate!
Divisions: 1. Gr. K-2 2. Gr 3-5 3. Gr. 6-8
Winners per division: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Honorable Mention
Criteria: The poster must reflect the theme "Keep Christ in Christmas".
The poster must be the original work of the child.
The poster will be evaluated on concept, design, slogan
(Keep Christ in Christmas), and visual aspects.
The poster should be 11 x 17, and be laminated IF chalk pastels or
charcoal is used.
Judging: How clearly is the theme is presented? 30 points
Visuals: How well do the visuals convey the message? 30 points
Overall Impact: Does it capture your attention? 40 points
***Please check your email for a copy of the entry form!
***Each poster must be accompanied by the entry form!
***Please drop off posters at the school office. They will be collected on
or before November 24, 2020, and judged Sunday, November 28th. NO
LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED, NO EXCEPTIONS!

Would you prefer to continue distance learning until mid-January,
pending a reevaluation of the situation after Christmas break?
YES - 81.5%
NO - 18.5%

St. Columba School Pumpkin Decorating
Contest Winners!

Around Our School
3rd Grade News from Mrs. Flores…
The Third Grade Superheroes have been on so many adventures! Third
Grade goes the distance with virtual learning, we’re zooming right
along! Through these many adventures we have learned new skills,
shared read-alouds together, and created Maker STEM projects. We
learned to make connections to the text through Memoirs of a Goldfish.
We explored communities with a little help from Mr. Rogers, and we
virtually visited the murals in National Harbor to learn about making our
communities beautiful (inspired by the book Maybe Something
Beautiful). We even built our own community with buildings constructed
by the Third Grade Superheroes-we had some beautiful days in the
neighborhood! We traded our sweaters for fedoras à la Indiana Jones
and searched the Temple of Zoom for treasure, using context clues and
observational skills. With Miss Makey and the Magic Bin, we discovered
that “treasure” can be made with a little magic and some STEMgineering. In Science, we learned about the human body and
ecosystems in preparation for our two Mad Science virtual field trips.
We also virtually visited Fort Foote Park to observe the ecosystem in
action: the flow of energy and the food chain can be found in nature!
During spooky season, our nature observations have extended to
spiders and using the World Wide Web for nonfiction spider research,
though we did hear from the fictional spiders Aragog and Lucas. For
Halloween, we’ve opened new doors with Mike and Sully from
Monsters, Inc.-it was a scream! As Thanksgiving approaches, keep an
eye out for our turkey friend at school during future supply pick-ups!
November brings us time for reflection and gratitude, and Third Grade

School Pictures
Please note that we are planning to take
individual school pictures in Spring 2021!
Details will be shared in the second semester!

Spotlight Students of the Month
Our Spotlight Student of the Month for the Lower Wing is
Katherine Contreras (4th grade). Katherine has made herself an
example of determined hard work and adaptation in the face of these
otherwise adverse times. She has been a wonderful addition to this new
grade, posing well-thought questions during our class zoom meetings.
She has also gone out of her way with the help of her friends to help
facilitate long distance social experiences in the form of afterschool
book club meetings. She is a caring and supportive student to her peers
and deserves to be recognized as such.
Our Spotlight Student of the Month for the Upper Wing is Mikey Wynn
(7th grade). Mikey has been a rockstar since the beginning of the year.
He is pleasant, cheerful, and helpful to his peers during virtual learning.
He is always volunteering to read in class and also gives wonderful
insights during class discussion.
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8th Grade News from Mr. Johnson…
October was a very busy month for our 8th graders!



They completed the first quarter of their last year here at
St. Columba School.



They had visits from many of our local Catholic high schools, which
were virtual for the first time in history!



They led the school (via Zoom) in praying the Rosary in celebration
of the Month of the Holy Rosary.



In Religion class, they participated in the monthly Catholic Standard Junior Saints contests.



They are currently studying and preparing to take the HSPT (high
school placement test) on December 2.
I am so blessed to have a wonderful group of students this year. They
are truly shining as our school’s leaders!

Prayer of the Month
The Prayer of St. Columba
Let me bless almighty God, whose power
extends over sea and land, whose angels
watch over all.
Let me study sacred books to calm my soul,
I pray for peace, kneeling at Heaven’s gates.
Let me do my daily work, gathering seaweed,
catching fish, giving food to the poor.
Let me say my daily prayers, sometimes
chanting, sometimes quiet, always thanking
God.
Delightful it is to live on a peaceful isle, in a
quiet cell, serving the King of kings.

It’s time to celebrate our November birthdays! Happy birthday to
Julianna C., Gabrielle Y., Michael W., Tristan C., Conner D., Katherine C.,
Leena G., Lynne G., Sophia P., Jeremy S., Bryson J., Holland E., and
Mekdealwit T.!!!

Follow us on social media!
Twitter
Facebook
Instagram

