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Important Dates
1/31/-2/6/2021
2/3/2021 ( Wednesday)
2/5/2021 (Friday)
2/12/2021 (Friday)
2/14/2021 (Sunday)
2/15/2021 (Monday)
2/16/2021 (Tuesday)
2/17/2021 (Wednesday)
3/5/2021 (Friday)
3/15/2021 (Monday)
3/31/2021 (Wednesday)
4/1/2021-4/9/2021
4/12/2021 (Monday)

Catholic Schools Week!!!
Open House (by appointment only)
Half Day
Out of Uniform Day (Red, Pink)
Happy Valentine’s Day
SCHOOL CLOSED/President’s Day
100th Day of School
Mad Science pickup day - all grades
Ash Wednesday
LOOKING AHEAD:
Half Day
SCHOOL CLOSED/Faculty Collaboration Day
Half Day
SCHOOL CLOSED/Easter Break
Classes Resume

From the desk of Mrs. Patton...
February is off to a great start, with not one but two snow days, even
though our celebration of Catholic Schools Week was delayed by a few
days. We received many great pictures from families enjoying their
days off together - building snowmen, spending time together, and
playing in the snow!
We began our week with Crazy Hair & Hat Day on Wednesday, then it
was Dress Up As Your Future Occupation Day on Thursday, as well as
our Spelling Bee - which was exciting up until the very end!
Congratulations to 8th grader Kaylana Padre, our winner, who will
compete next month at the Prince George’s County Spelling Bee. All of
our contestants did a fabulous job! We concluded our week with our
Zoom Mass, a school wide bingo game, and a Zoom dance party on
Friday evening. Many thanks to Mrs. Soriano, our faculty, and
members of the NJHS for putting this fun filled week together for us!
February still holds a few more celebrations for our school community.
Valentine’s Day parties will be held virtually on Friday, February 12th.
As of today, our 100th day of school will be on February 16th (as long as
we have no more snow days).

2021-2022 Registration Now Open!
Re-registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now open! To register,
follow the link you received from TADS. You may choose to pay your
Instructional/HSA fees* in 1 ($600.00) or 3 ($200/each - 1st due with
enrollment, 2nd due 4/1/2021, 3rd due 5/1/2021) installments, and you
may choose 1, 2, 10, or 11-month plans for tuition!
*Please note that for enrollment to be complete a non-refundable $200
instructional fee deposit (per student) must be made via TADS.
***Please also note that any current St. Columba
School family who refers a new family to our
school will be eligible for a $100.00 tuition credit
per new student enrolled!***
Questions? Contact Mrs. Vickers!

Financial Reminders from Mrs. Vickers
If you have any questions regarding your TADS tuition account, please
contact Mrs. Vickers @ext. 4/vickersn@stccatholic.org. Please note that
all accounts must be current otherwise records,
including report cards and Rediker access, may
be withheld.

Lent also begins this month, and we will attend Mass on
Ash Wednesday, February 17th. As we enter the Holy Season of Lent,
we are asked to renew our baptismal commitments and grow closer to
God. We are called to strengthen our faith through prayer, fasting,
and alms giving. Here at St. Columba, students and staff will be
strengthening our faith through service projects, prayer and penance.
I pray that each of you hear your call to grow deeper in your faith and
commitment to the Lord.
Continue to watch our Facebook page and Instagram for our special
activity pictures!

Prayer of the Month
Holy Family of Nazareth,
Keep our family safe from all dangers and evil.
May Jesus always be the center of our life and
of our home.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, to you we entrust
our parents, siblings and grandparents,
may we live in love, harmony and peace
in our homes like yours in Nazareth,
so that after our earthly journey,
we may all find eternal joy in heaven with you,
and the Most Holy Trinity.
Amen.

Around Our School
ZOOM Protocol
Please make sure that your student is using their real name during
morning prayers and classes. Any student with an unrecognizable
name will not be admitted to the ZOOM meeting.

Looking for a Great Book to Read?
St. Columba School Library is open for check-out! Although the physical
library itself is not open for browsing, you can browse the catalog from
anywhere there is an Internet connection. Complete this form to let
Mrs. Cobleigh know what you would like to check out. She will pull the
books and let you know when they are ready to be picked up. Easy
return 24/7 - the return bin is outside the school office entrance.

Please also make sure when attending Mass that you mute yourself and
turn off the video. Thank you!

Mad Science
Mad Science will lead the students through a 3rd round of workshops
on February 22 and 23rd. As for the past workshops, students will each
have hands-on materials to participate. We will let you know when the
materials pick-up will be scheduled. These workshops have been made
possible through CARES Act funding.
Spelling Bee
Attention wordsmiths!!! St. Columba School will participate in the
Scripps National Spelling Bee again this year. The school Spelling Bee
was held during Catholic Schools Week (1/31/21 - 2/6/21). Word lists
were distributed to grades 4-8 during language arts classes. While 4th
graders were able to participate at the school level, only 5th-8th graders
were eligible to advance to the next round. We are very grateful to the
Home and School Association for providing the entrance fee!

News from the HSA

Spelling Bee
First Place - Kaylana Padre
Second Place - A.J. Capati
Third Place - Tristan Carmichael
Congratulations to ALL our participants!!!

Walk for Catholic Education Update
We are currently working on an updated plan for our Walk for Catholic
Education - stay tuned for details!

Catholic Schools Week
January 31 - February 6, 2021

Possible Home & School Association virtual meeting on February 17!

Around Our School
Science News from Ms. Whelan…

Kindergarten has learned so much new information this school year,
and are getting ready for First grade! We are loving our fun Friday
activities each week during our Zoom classes!
In January, the students learned more letters of the alphabet and what
sounds they make. They have also learned more sight words and even
began learning to read! The Kindergarten students have been working
hard and learning about citizenship, why rules are important,
Inauguration Day and what the President’s job is. The students were
able to make their own videos or write about what they would do if
they were President and what rules they would make. Our students
have such creative ideas that they are able to express during these
types of activities.

We have been having an exciting time in our virtual science classes. The
5th grade is working on their Life Science unit where they are
investigating both ecosystems and body systems. The 6th graders have
been examining weather in greater detail, looking at how natural
disasters occur and their effects on humanity. The 7th grade has been
discussing the importance of heredity and genetics, and the 8th grade
finished their chemistry unit and began their investigation of Earth’s
changing surface.
The 6th- 8th graders have also been working on their STEM Fair projects.
In the second quarter they chose a topic, developed their hypotheses,
and conducted their experiments. Because of distance learning, all
projects are being presented digitally through slideshows and
videos. Though it is not a competition this year, the experiments were
very creative and inventive.

In February, the students will be learning all about important people
from our past and how they affected our lives today. We will also be
learning about measurement in math. The students will practice their
reading skills and become even better readers that are getting ready for
First grade! We have had a wonderful year so far and are excited to
continue this school year together.
Happy February!
Ms. Garbecki

Please note that we are planning to take individual
school pictures in Spring 2021!
Details will be shared soon!

Spotlight Students of the Month
Our Spotlight Student of the Month for the Lower Wing is Cortland
Brown (4th grade). Cortland is new to St. Columba School this year, but
it feels as if he’s been a part of our community for much longer! He is
an eager participant in class activities, and strives to improve every
day. Cortland is always willing to learn, interact, and grow with his
fellow classmates!
Our Spotlight Student of the Month for the Upper Wing is Makayla
Hamilton (8th grade). Makayla has enormous spirit and determination.
She works hard in school to do her best, and she is conscientious always pushing herself even when she doesn’t feel well. She has been
very active in community service over the years, and she is being
recognized for the positive influence she has on our school and
community.
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It’s time to celebrate our February
birthdays! Happy birthday to
Aaliyah, Gabriella, Trinity, Mary,
Gavin, Sophia B., Georgiana, Nalia,
Aurora, Sonali, Joussiro, and Mrs.
Soriano!!!

Follow us on social media!
Twitter
Facebook
Instagram

