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Important Dates 
 

3/5/2021 (Friday)  Half Day 
3/9/2021 (Tuesday) Grades 5-8 Return 
3/15/2021 (Monday) SCHOOL CLOSED/Faculty Collaboration Day 
3/16/2021 (Tuesday) Open House for New Families 
3/17/2021 (Wednesday) St. Patrick’s Day/OOU/Wear your GREEN! 
3/31/2021 (Wednesday) Half Day 
  
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 

4/1/2021-4/9/2021  SCHOOL CLOSED/Easter Break 
4/12/2021 (Monday) Classes Resume 
4/13/2021 (Tuesday) Grades PreK-4 Return  
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From the desk of Mrs. Patton… 

Spring is right around the corner, and it’s hard to believe we’re 
approaching the end of our third quarter already! As we continue our 
Lenten journey, we continue to strengthen our faith through service 
projects, prayer and penance. We encourage you to bring your 
students to confession during Lent; Father Gary is hearing confessions 
on Saturdays from 2:30-3:30 p.m. and on Fridays at 6:00 p.m. (see 
page 3 for further details) during the Stations of the Cross.  
 

Our service project, which supports the Hero Squad, is off to a great 
start! We are fast approaching our goal of raising $1,000.00 for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  We want to say thank you to all the 
families who chose to participate in this year’s event.  
Our Read Across America/Dr. Seuss Week was a lot of fun. Several of 
our eighth graders read to our Kindergarten students and I even shared 
my favorite Dr. Seuss story, Green Eggs and Ham, with our PreK 
students. Keep sending us your pictures and Acts of Kindness until 
March 31. 
 

We’re still accepting yearbook cover submissions; the winner will 
receive a $25 Amazon gift card. 
 

On March 9, we will begin Phase 1 of our re-opening plan. Twenty-five 
of our 5th – 8th graders will be returning to in-person learning.  Phase 2 
will begin on April 13 when many of our PreK – 4th graders return.  
Through all of this we have stayed united and proactive as a 
community as we continue through this challenging, yet successful 
school year. May we, as children of God, 
continue to live in the love that binds us 
together, the love of Jesus Christ. 
 

Happy Spring! 
 

Financial Reminders from Mrs. Vickers 

 

If you have any questions regarding your TADS tuition account, please 
contact Mrs. Vickers @ext. 4/vickersn@stccatholic.org.  Please note 
that all accounts must be current otherwise records, including report 
cards and Rediker access, may be withheld.   

 

2021-2022 Registration Now Open! 
 

We are trying to have ALL students re-enrolled before the beginning of 
the 4th quarter.  As an incentive, we will hold weekly drawings for those 
who complete re-enrollment during the month of March.  
 
Each Monday morning, we will have a drawing for a $10.00 Amazon gift 
card for those who completed enrollment during the previous week   
(w/e 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/3), and at the end of the month we will 
have a grand prize drawing for a $50.00 Amazon gift card - everyone 
who completed re-enrollment during the month of March will be eligible 
to win!!! 
 
***Even though the $600.00 Instructional/HSA fees must be prepaid, 
only the first installment of $200.00 is due with registration (unless you 
choose to pay in full with enrollment) - the remaining 2 installments will 
be due April 15 ($200.00) and May 15 ($200.00).*** 
   
Also, we have opened enrollment to incoming PreK and Kindergarten 
students - we have limited spots available so please contact              
Mrs. Rickling asap if you will be submitting an application for any       
St. Columba School siblings!   
 

***Please note that any  current St. Columba School family who refers 
a new family to our school will be eligible for a $100.00 tuition credit 
per new student enrolled!***          
               
Questions?  Contact Mrs. Vickers!   

2020 Tax Information 

Need to access your billing information for your tax return?  It’s easy! 
 
1. Log into your account at https://secure.tads.com. 
2. Click on the “Billing” tab. 
3. On the right side of the screen click on the “Household Paid    

Tuition Tax Report”. 
4. Enter the proper tax year.  
 

Still have questions?  Contact Mrs. Vickers!  

https://secure.tads.com


Around Our School 
March/April Re-Opening Survey Results 
 
Here are the results from our most recent re-opening survey.  Based on 
these results, teachers will resume in-person lessons on March 9, 2021 
in grades 5-8, and on April 13, 2021 in grades PreK-4.  Teachers will 
instruct simultaneously via ZOOM for those students who have opted 
not to return to the building.  Re-opening protocol and procedures will 
be sent to parents prior to the first day back in school. 
 
ALL students will have the option to continue distance learning for the 
remainder of the school year, but only students with a “yes” response 
to the survey will be allowed into the building for in-person learning.*  
 
Students in grades 5-8 ready to return on March 9, 2021? 
YES - 42.0% 
NO - 58.0% 
 
Students in grades PreK-4 ready to return on April 13, 2021? 
YES - 74.0% 
NO - 26.0% 
 
*If you previously answered “no” to the survey, and would like to 
change your response you must contact the school office.   

ZOOM Protocol 
Please make sure that your student is using their real name during 
morning prayers and classes.  Any student with an unrecognizable 
name will not be admitted to the ZOOM meeting.  

Please also make sure when attending Mass that you mute yourself and 
turn off the video.  Thank you!  

 
 
 

Prayer of the Month 
 

We are in the liturgical season of Lent.  Each morning we sing this  
prayer song.  We pray to grow closer to Jesus as we follow His path. 

 

Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving, 
we are meant to repent. 

Forty days of sacrifice, being super extra nice. 
This is Lent, this is Lent. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Penance Schedule 

 

The following Fridays during Stations of the Cross (6:00 p.m. - 6:45 
p.m.):  March 5, March 19, March 26. 
 
Saturdays from 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.* 
 
*Please note this time may change when Daylight Savings Time takes 
effect. 

 
 

 

Walk for Catholic Education Update 
 

We are currently working on an updated plan for our Walk for Catholic 
Education - stay tuned for details! 
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Saint Columba School 
www.stccatholic.org 
7800 Livingston Rd 

Oxon Hill, MD 20745 

Follow us on social media! 
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Instagram 

3rd Grade News from Mrs. Flores… 
 

...MEANWHILE back at headquarters, the Third Grade Superheroes are 
hard at work trying to master their academic powers. Since virtual 
headquarters launched back in August, they have tackled a variety of 
challenges, created micro machines in STEM learning to defend our 
homes when “home alone,” and made some new friends along the 
way—including Clank, one of the third grade robots, while conquering 
pirate math (coordinate graphing)! The mini heroes have just crushed 
the February reading challenge: each student had to read 250 pages 
from a variety of books. Amid the hard work, February brought a few 
celebrations: Catholic Schools’ Week, Valentine’s Day, and Mardi Gras! 
During Catholic Schools’ Week, Third Grade constructed superhero cars, 
rocked our class color—green!, and played a dangerously fun round of 
Beanboozled in which we bravely ate mystery-flavored Jelly Belly beans 
during a descriptive writing exercise. For Valentine’s Day, we did math 
and STEM challenges with conversation hearts and read about robots. 
The students even received a Valentine’s card and treat from Clank! 
Here, we are pictured with Clank and his treasure map. Be sure to check 
out our other amazing academic adventures and super STEM challenges 
on our class website: https://stcthird.weebly.com/super-snapshots.html 
 
 

5th Grade News from Mrs. Downs… 
 

The Hogwarts Express is pulling into the station getting ready to bring 
her students to school! Mrs. Downs has been busy ensuring her      
classroom meets all the ADW (Archdiocese of Washington), CDC 
(Center for Disease Control) and MoM (Ministry of Magic)                  
requirements to provide a safe classroom space. In other news, our 
fifth graders are powering through fractions and after a stop at algebra 
will enter the sphere of geometry! In our writing lessons, students got 
to learn opinion writing through persuasive letters. Students wrote to 
Mrs. Patton asking for longer recesses, shorter school days, free cell 
phones and daily Kahoot games. We’ll cross our fingers! Our social 
studies have taken us through the Revolutionary War and into the 
19th century. We were helped by some stellar hip hop Hamilton scenes 
and we are looking forward to see what happens next in the history of 
our nation. 
Mrs. Downs is looking forward to her witches and wizards returning to 
school. Please remember first years are not allowed brooms. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s time to celebrate our March birthdays!  Happy birthday to Bianca, 
Mrs. Vickers, Mitchell, Elijah P., Leila, Mrs. Parks, Mahayla,  Dominic, 
Mr. DiPalma, Charli B., Ryan, Lianna!!! 

Spotlight Students of the Month 

 

 
Our Spotlight Student of the Month for the Lower Wing is                   
Rocco Rodriguez (2nd grade). Rocco is new to our school this year. He is 
polite, kind, and always strives to do his best. Eager to participate, he’s 
on time for each and every ZOOM class.  We are all "owl" thrilled Rocco 
and his family have joined us here at Saint Columba School!  
 
 
Our Spotlight Student of the Month for the Upper Wing is Justin Reid 

(8th grade).  Justin is a good student who works hard, but he is so much 

more.  He brings joy, laughter, and happiness to class, whether in     

person or on ZOOM.  Justin likes all of his classmates, and enjoys seeing 

other people laugh and be happy.  Thank you, Justin, for your 

thoughtfulness, hard work, and sense of humor.   

 
Please note that we are planning to take individual 
school pictures in Spring 2021!        
Details will be shared soon! 
 

Need School Uniforms? 
All students are required to wear PE uniforms on Mondays,        
Wednesdays, and Fridays (except First Fridays).  PE uniforms must be 
purchased directly from the school office. 
 

All students are required to wear academic uniforms on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and must wear formal uniforms on First Fridays and select 
Holy Days.   

Academic/formal uniforms must be purchased at:               
The Carousel  

2939 Festival Way, Waldorf, MD 20601 
www.carouselclothing.com (school code - STC) 

http://www.stccatholic.org
http://www.stccatholic.org
https://twitter.com/StColumbaSchool
https://www.facebook.com/St-Columba-School-103649701585534
https://www.instagram.com/stcolumba_school/
https://stcthird.weebly.com/super-snapshots.html

